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2022 Sakharov Prize:  United with Ukraine - Єдині з Україною!  

19.10.2022: It is now official! The Ukrainian people's strength, courage, and resistance to withstand 
Russia's war of aggression is utterly impressive. The whole world witnesses how the Ukrainian people 
defend their country and fight to protect not only their homes and territory but also values of democracy 
and freedom. The EP’s decision to award them the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 2022 is a strong 
message of continuous support for Ukraine. It highlights in particular the roles of President Zelenskyy 
together with elected leaders and civil society representatives: the State Emergency Services of Ukraine, 
Yulia Pajevska, founder of the evacuation medical unit Angels of Taira, Oleksandra Matviychuk, human 
rights lawyer and chair of the Center for Civil Liberties, the Yellow Ribbon Civil Resistance Movement, 
and Ivan Fedorov, the mayor of the Ukrainian city of Melitopol, which is currently under Russian 
occupation. 

Among the finalists of the 2022 Sakharov Prize are WikiLeaks co-founder Julian Assange, and the Truth 
Commission of Colombia for their respective efforts to uphold Freedom of thought in the world.  

“To the women on the streets: We hear you. The world sees you. We are with you”  

29.09.2022 That’s President Roberta Metsola’s message to protesters in Iran whose brave call “women, 
life, freedom” is violently repressed. In October, Parliament adopted a resolution urging for an end to 
violence against women in Iran, while 2012 Sakharov Prize laureate Nasrin Sotoudeh gave a glimpse of 
hope telling TIME magazine in an interview that there is “a very real possibility of regime change”.  If a 
revolution broke up, the government’s violence is to fear, Sotoudeh thinks, not that of the people: “All 
that women have done is to take off their scarf and stand in front of the morality police and say I’m not 
wearing this.” 

Hope also drives Jafar Panahi, even behind bars  

10.10.2022: Imprisoned 2012 Sakharov Prize laureate Jafar Panahi found a way to make his presence felt 
at the New York Film Festival where Mina Kavani, lead actress of his film “No Bears” delivered a statement 
from the filmmaker: “The history of Iranian cinema witnesses the constant and active presence of 
independent directors who have struggled to push back censorship and to ensure the survival of this art. 
While on this path, some were banned from making films, others were forced into exile or reduced to 
isolation. And yet, the hope of creating again is a reason for existence”. 

A Sakharov-flavoured Nobel Peace Prize 

7.10.2022: This year, the Nobel Peace Committee chose to award Belarussian human rights activist Ales 
Bialiatski, the banned Russian NGO Memorial and the Centre for Civil Liberties from Ukraine. While 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221017IPR43706/the-ukrainian-people-awarded-the-european-parliament-s-2022-sakharov-prize
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221010IPR42638/sakharov-prize-2022-finalists-chosen
https://the-president.europarl.europa.eu/home/ep-newsroom/pageContent-area/actualites/to-the-women-in-iran-we-hear-you-the-world-sees-you-we-are-with-you.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0352_EN.html
https://time.com/6218181/iran-protests-nasrin-sotoudeh-human-rights/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/jafar-panahi-shares-statement-nyff-183052013.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAA5a-0poPoY4yPBKjzacF2ypDLzBJHWklo3zVKImpPYAPmixqu929-DnhDHPsYqqVe1OaD2F_CL4HGWNLXNtLmar2enbN6QorRvH6c64RJyZMtGN0aR6SZ6xPbL1DhvJuZ438ga8Vu48vO5ZEvkDbT6FjbxSnoxBUy1OT-e48AvD&guccounter=2


Bialiatski and Memorial were Sakharov Prize laureates respectively in 2020 and 2009, Center for Civil 
Liberties Chair Oleksandra Matviychuk is among those representing 2022 Sakharov Prize laureate The 
brave People of Ukraine. This brings the total number of Sakharov Prize laureates who made it to the 
Nobel to seven! 

Belarussians do not want to fight against Ukraine 

12.10.2022: Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, leader of 2020 Sakharov Prize laureate Democratic opposition in 
Belarus, had a busy agenda during her visit to Brussels, meeting with President Roberta Metsola and 
discussing with Members of the Foreign Affairs Committee. Her message: keep pressure on the regime in 
Minsk and don’t isolate Belarussians. With Politico, Tsikhanouskaya shared her belief that Putin lacks trust 
in the Belarussian army’s willingness to intervene in Ukraine. The trip to Brussels was also the opportunity 
to establish a footprint in the EU capital, as the Belgian Flanders Region offered space for an official 
representation for Tsikhanouskaya’s recently created United Transitional Cabinet. 

Navalny : more charges and new a video on corruption  

18.10.2022: No surprise: a court in Moscow rejected the appeal of 2021 Sakharov Prize laureate Alexei 
Navalny against his conviction. In his appearance in court, he lashed against the “stupid war which Putin 
started.” Not content to keep him in solitary confinement, authorities pressed new charges against him. 
This time for terrorism, carrying 30 years in jail. Meanwhile, Navalny’s team issued a new video (4 million 
views and counting) on blatant corruption in Russia. Can one become fabulously rich while in public office? 
Yes, if you are the Deputy Prime Minister in charge of healthcare in Russia and at the same time you sell 
to the state medicines and vaccines produced by companies you own. 

Malala returns to Pakistan to support flood victims  

12.10.2022: Malala Yousafzai paid only her second visit to her home country since she was shot in the 
head while returning from school in 2012, as Pakistan faces increased violence on top of the humanitarian 
disaster caused by the flooding. Through her Malala Fund, the 2013 Sakharov Prize laureate has been 
working to mitigate the impact of the flooding on girls' access to education as well as help provide funding 
to partners that are providing direct flood relief. 

Nadia Murad has not forgotten the missing Yazidis 

21.10.2022:  Nadia Murad’s Initiative continues calling for action to save almost 2,800 Yazidi women and 
children who are still missing or imprisoned and contributes to investigating mass graves and putting ISIS 
perpetrators on trial. Now, the 2016 Sakharov Prize laureate is among the top candidates for the Dutch  
Human Rights Tulip 2022. Watch out for 8 December, when the winner is announced! 

European Parliament urgency resolutions 

In its October plenary session, the European Parliament strongly condemns the acts of violence 
committed by gangs and in particular sexual assault against women and girls and the use of minors in gang 
activities as in Haiti.  

On the recent humanitarian and human rights situation in Tigray, Ethiopia, the EP reiterates its urgent 
call for an immediate cessation of hostilities and ceasefire in Tigray and the neighbouring regions without 
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preconditions and calls for immediate, full, safe and sustained humanitarian access to all those affected 
by the conflict in the region.  

Regarding the situation in Myanmar, MEPs strongly condemn the military junta’s violent and illegitimate 
rule, and its attempts to erode the Myanmar people’s strong attachment to democracy. Moreover, they 
insist that media freedom is vital to the effective functioning of free and democratic societies and is 
essential to the protection of all other human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

Full texts of the resolutions here: Haiti, Tigray, Ethiopia, Myanmar 
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